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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday:
5:30pm

Sunday:
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am
1:30pm (in Spanish)

Reconciliation
Friday, 11:00am-Noon
Saturday, 3:30-4:30pm
or by appointment

A King to Behold:
Scott Hahn Reflects on the Solemnity of the
Epiphany of the Lord
An “epiphany” is an appearance. In today’s readings, with their
rising stars, splendorous lights, and mysteries revealed, the face of
the child born on Christmas day appears.
Herod, in today’s Gospel, asks the chief priests and scribes where
the Messiah is to be born. The answer Matthew puts on their lips
says much more, combining two strands of Old Testament
promise—one revealing the Messiah to be from the line of David
(see 2 Samuel 2:5), the other predicting “a ruler of Israel” who will
“shepherd his flock” and whose “greatness shall reach to the ends
of the earth” (see Micah 5:1–3).
Those promises of Israel’s king ruling the
nations resound also in today’s Psalm. The
psalm celebrates David’s son, Solomon.
His kingdom, we sing, will stretch “to the
ends of the earth,” and the world’s kings
will pay Him homage. That’s the scene too
in today’s First Reading, as nations stream
from the East, bearing “gold and
frankincense” for Israel’s king.
The Magi’s pilgrimage in today’s Gospel marks the fulfillment of
God’s promises. The Magi, probably Persian astrologers, are
following the star that Balaam predicted would rise along with the
ruler’s staff over the house of Jacob (see Numbers 24:17).
Laden with gold and spices, their journey evokes those made to
Solomon by the Queen of Sheba and the “kings of the earth”
(see 1 Kings 10:2, 25; 2 Chronicles 9:24). Interestingly, the only
other places where frankincense and myrrh are mentioned
together are in songs about Solomon (see Song of Songs
3:6; 4:6, 14).
One greater than Solomon is here (see Luke 11:31). He has come
to reveal that all peoples a re “co-heirs” of the royal family of Israel,
as today’s Epistle teaches.
His manifestation forces us to choose: will we follow the signs that
lead to Him as the wise Magi did? Or will we be like those priests
and scribes who let God’s words of promise become dead letters
on an ancient page?

Mass Schedule & Intentions
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Scripture Readings for the Coming Week
Monday: 1 JN 3:22–4:6; PS 2:7BC-8, 10-12A; MT 4:1217, 23-25

Tuesday: 1 JN 4:7-10; PS 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; MK 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 JN 4:11-18; PS 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; MK
6:45-52

Thursday: 1 JN 4:19–5:4; PS 72:1-2, 14 AND 15BC,
17; LK 4:14-22
Friday: 1 JN 5:5-13; PS 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; LK
5:12-16

Saturday: 1 JN 5:14-21; PS 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6A AND 9B;
JN 3:22-30

The Baptism of the Lord :IS 42:1-4, 6-7; PS 29:1-2,
3-4, 3, 9-10.; ACTS 10:34-38; LK 3:15-16, 21-22
Daily readings can also be found at: www.usccb.org

CELL PHONE ONLY?
Have you made the switch to
cell phone only, as so many
have? If so, please give us a call
to let us know your new phone
number. Thank you!

† indicates deceased
Monday, January 7
7:00 am

Phillip James Bickett

Tuesday, January 8
7:00am

†

Vi & Lou Brizzolara

Wednesday, January 9
7:00am

†

9:30am

Clair Francis Martin
(Prairie Hills Nursing Home)

Thursday, January 10
7:00am

†

Kathy Conklin

12:10pm

†

Paul Reinke

Friday, January 11
7:00am
Anderson

†

Peter & Maria

12:10pm

†

ack Giacoletto

Saturday, January 12
5:30pm

†

George & Ardath Parker

Sunday, January 13
7:00am

†

9:00am

Parishioners

11:00am
1:30pm

Waneta & Gerard Thibeault;
Billie, Roger & Erin Dowse

†

Carol Bennett Dorsey
(in Spanish)

Funeral Altar Server Training
Training for Funeral Alter Servers will be 1pm,
Saturday, the 12th of January, and 9am, Saturday,
the 19th of January. If you signed up to serve at
funerals, you must attend one of these trainings.

Suicide Prevention Training
Jim Kinyon of Catholic Social Services will offer a
training on suicide prevention through the QPR
Suicide Prevention training method, Wednesday,
January 16 at 6:30pm. at Our Lady of the Black Hills
in Piedmont . No registration necessary.
Contact Joni in the office at 605.787.5168.

Returning Catholics

Six-week program for those who have been away
from the church and are thinking about returning.
Begins January 7 at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City, at 7pm. No charge. Call Margaret Jackson at
605.939.0579 or email info@returningcatholics.net or
visit ReturningCatholics.net.

Parish Schedule
Monday, January 7
Mothers’ Bible Study—8:30am (107)
Revelation Bible Study—6pm (Youth Room)
Returning Catholics—6:30pm (29)

Tuesday, January 8
Women’s Bible Study—9am (107)
‘Joyful Sounds’ Rehearsal—5:30pm (Church)
Baptism Class—6pm (29)

Wednesday, January 9
BSC Prayer Group—7:30am (107)
Religious Education—3:45pm
Wednesday Family Dinner—4:30pm (Hall)
Confirmation—5:45pm
Religious Education—5:45pm
Confirmation Prayer—6:30pm (Church)
‘Thursday, January 10
Eucharistic Adoration—7:30am-8pm (Chapel)
BSC Quilters’ Group—8am (6)
St. Ignatius Prayer Group—12:40pm (107)
“Just Us” Card Group —1pm (Gathering Area)
Gospel of Matthew Bible Study—6pm (Youth
Room)
‘Chorus Angelorum’ Rehearsal—6:30pm
(Church/107)
RCIA—6:30pm (Theater/101)

Friday, January 11
Pro-Life Committee—9am (107)
Reconciliation—11am (Church)

Saturday, January 12
Reconciliation—3:30pm (Church)

Sunday, January 13
Rosary—6:30am (Chapel)
Rosary—8:30am (Chapel)
Children’s Liturgy—during 9am Mass
Rosary—10:30am (Chapel)
Children’s Liturgy—during 11am Mass
Baptism—3:30pm
LifeTeen Meal—5pm
LifeTeen—5:30pm

Baptism Invitation
Joey and Ariana Matejcik invite you to join them
Sunday, January 6 at 3:30pm for the baptism of their
son, Peter. A reception will follow in the Parish Hall.

Wednesday Family Dinner Menu—Jan 9
Meatloaf, cheesy hash browns, greens beans, dinner
rolls, pudding cups

Prayers, Pastoral Needs & Pastoral Council
Our deceased: We extend our sympathy and
prayers to the family and friends of Susan Oswald.
Our ill and homebound: Dennis Hammond,
Robert Bradford, Laurie Bozzetti, Margie Munro,
Carmen McDowell, Al Lammers and all our
homebound, assisted living, chronically ill and
nursing home residents. (Names will remain on this
list for four weeks. Call the office to request
prayers.)

Our deployed military listed below and all
our military: Daniel Tribby, Brian Ireland, Ray
Wermers, Josh Taylor, Lisa Weisdeck-Chabot, Casey
Johnston. (Names of deployed will remain on this
list for one year.)
Prayers: If you have need of prayer, please call
Rose in the office. If you would like a prayer shawl
(there is no cost), please contact Margaret Smith at
343.2571.
Prayer Ministry for the Dying: To request
prayers call 605.569.1012. or visit
SpiritualHospice.com .
Communion to the Homebound: If you would
like to receive Communion while confined to your
home, please contact Richard Alley at 381.6929.
Pastoral Council: Steve Rennell (391.4538); Cyndi
Fisher (716.2262); Leonard Hansen (858.0539);
Jane Kading (341.1852); Catherine Chicoine
(202.9138); Jon Schaack (343.4882); Tim Callahan
(342.6104); Kelly Thomas (716.0915); Dave
Richardson (343.2891); Amy Thompson (430.9548);
Michael Johnson (342.3336).
Find more information at:
blessedsacramentchurch.org/pastoral-council

Filling Back Packs
Blessed Sacrament will be participating in the SD
Back Pack Program again this year. We meet at the
Feeding SD building, 1111 Creekside, the second
Tuesday of each month at 12pm. Time commitment
is about one to one and a half hours depending on
the number of volunteers participating. It is a great
way to serve our community
with a project that provides
weekend nutrition for many
needy families. Please join us
this Tuesday, January 8,
12pm. For more
information, please call or
text Connie Meier
605.390.1633, or email
cm57702@yahoo.com

JESSE TREE
Sunday, January 6, 2019, Feast of the Epiphany: THREE CROWNS
Three Wise Men from the East saw a star in the heavens that led them to
seek the newborn King of the Jews. They followed it to Bethlehem, where it
stopped over the humble abode of the Holy Family. Although they
themselves were powerful men in the world, they humbled themselves
before the Christ Child and paid Him homage. They offered Jesus the gifts
they had brought for Him, gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. It is held
that the gold was for His royalty, the frankincense for His divinity, and the
myrrh – a burial ointment
– as a symbol of the fact
that this Babe was born to
die. King Herod had
wanted them to report
back to them where this
newborn King was, but
they were warned in a
dream that Herod had evil intentions and they returned
to their country by another way. Matt 2:1-12

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
Today is the Feast of the Epiphany, which celebrates the visit of
the Magi to the Christ Child. “Epiphany,” from Greek roots
meaning “to show, to display,” means “manifestation.”
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church “the
Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God and
Savior of the world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by
the wise men (magi) from the East, together with His baptism in the Jordan and the
wedding feast at Cana in Galilee” (CCC 528).
Most nativity scenes feature three Magi presenting the Baby King with gifts of
frankincense, gold, and myrrh while He was still in the manger. While scripture tells us
of the gifts, their exact number is unknown and it unlikely that these men were royalty, or
that they arrived while Jesus was still an infant. In his Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy
Narratives, Pope Benedict XVI wrote that the Magi were likely of the Persian priestly
caste; drawn to Bethlehem by a prophecy heralding the birth of an important king. It is
also unlikely, given the timing of the Magi’s visit to King Herod and Herod’s command
to slaughter all male children up to the age of two years old, that they arrived while
Jesus was still a newborn. Scriptural and historical indications led early Church
writers to believe they visited after the Presentation of the Child
Jesus in the Temple, before the angel commanded St. Joseph to take
the Holy Family to safety in Egypt when Jesus was perhaps a year
or more old.
All of this takes nothing away from the beautiful custom of
acknowledging their long and arduous journey to pay homage to
the newborn King of Kings. Rather, it exhorts us to do the same
not just this holy feast day, but every day in our making a home
for Him – Who had no place to lay His head – in our hearts.

A Safe Environment
for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly
committed to creating and maintaining the safest
possible environment for our children and young
people.
To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victims Assistance Coordinator,
Barbara Scherr. To ensure her independence in
outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at
605.209.3418 (cell).
The phone has caller ID and messaging features. All
information will be treated confidentially. Alleged
victims are advised of their right to report alleged
abuse to civil authorities. The diocesan sexual
misconduct policy and code of conduct are on the
diocesan website at rapidcitydiocese.org/safeenvironment/policy-documents/. In accordance
with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual
misconduct involving children or young people and
priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers
serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People is posted on the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops website at usccb.org. It is also linked
through our diocesan website at: rapidcitydiocese.org/safe-environment.

Social Justice Commission
Epiphany of the Lord
During the month of
January, we will focus
on the 9 Days of Life,
from January 14-22, in
acknowledgement of
the anniversary of the
1973 decisions of Roe v.
Wade and Doe v. Bolton
made abortion in
America legal at all
stages of pregnancy.
The over 56 million abortions since 1973 reflect with
heartbreaking magnitude what Pope Francis means
by a “throwaway culture.” However, we have great
trust in God’s providence. We are reminded time and
again in Scripture to seek the Lord’s help, and as
people of faith, we believe that our prayers are heard.
“A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a
prayer which will rise up throughout the world.
Through special initiatives and in daily prayer,
may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator
and lover of life, from every Christian community,
from every group and association, from every
family and from the heart of every believer.”
Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 100

New Bulletin Coming!
Beginning on Sunday, February 10th, 2019, Liturgical
Publications, Inc., LPi, will begin publishing our
weekly bulletin at zero cost to our Parish. To that
end, the new bulletin will feature ads from local
businesses that wish to show their support for our
parish. We encourage all our parishioners to begin
using the bulletin as a resource whenever you need
products or services so that these wonderful
advertisers will know we truly appreciate their
generous and loyal support of our weekly bulletin.

Support the Church by placing an ad!
During the week of January 7th, John Kirchner from
LPi will be at Blessed Sacrament to contact you about
this opportunity. If you would like more information
about sponsoring an ad, please call the parish office
that week at 605.342.3336 or John on his cell at 952210-3135.

9 Days for Life is a multi-faceted novena for the
respect and protection of every human life. Each day,
a different intention is accompanied by a short
reflection, suggested actions, and related information.
To sign up visit www.9DaysForLife.com
If you or someone you know has had an abortion,
God’s love and healing is closer than you realize. The
next Rachel’s Vineyard retreat in the Rapid City area is
April 26-28, 2019. For information and a
compassionate voice contact Carol Kling for local
retreat information at 605.374.5639 or
ckling@sdplains.com.

Job Opening

Vacancy Announcement

Receptionist/Secretary

Diocese of Rapid City

The Cathedral has an opening for a
receptionist/secretary. Requirements are to greet all
visitors and phone calls with an atmosphere of
hospitality and charity and to assist the Administrative
Secretary and Parish Administrator with tasks as
assigned. Position is full time. Experience is desirable.
Organizational and motivational skills a must.
Competitive salary and benefits package available.

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Contact Beth Strain at the Rectory office at
605.342.0507 for an application and full job
description. Resumes can be e-mailed to
beth@cathedralolph.org or mailed to 520 Cathedral
Drive, Rapid City, SD 57701.

Job Opening
Life INC Assistant
Director Opening
Join an amazing team of
50+ church volunteers
in administering and
growing an adult
education and
mentoring program that helps people in the areas
of finances, parenting, employment, faith and life
skills. This position supports hundreds of adults
and children meeting weekly at three Rapid City
Life INC sites. Responsibilities for this fulltime
position would include Life INC Children’s
Ministry, Office Administration, Communication
and Coordination, working with the Life INC
Director and Student Support Services.
Visit www.loveinconline.com/careers for more
information.

CATHEDRAL OLPH HIRING DIRECTOR OF
EVANGELIZATION AND CATECHESIS
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
Rapid City, South Dakota is hiring a Director of
Evangelization and Catechesis. Job function is to
coordinate parish efforts of evangelization and
catechesis and oversee parish faith formation
programs. Position is full time. Degree and/or
experience in catechetical formation are desirable.
Organizational and motivational skills are required.
Competitive salary and benefits package available.
Contact Beth Strain for more information,
605.342.0507, beth@cathedralolph.org.

Function: To form and inspire parish youth and young
adult leaders, as well as youth and young adults to
know and love Jesus and one another, to grow in the
Catholic Faith and to evangelize, and to provide
training, support and resources in the diocese for
youth and young adult ministry.

Qualifications: Practicing Catholic, with a personal
relationship with Jesus, a love for the Catholic Faith, a
Catholic Worldview, and a passion for sharing the Faith
with others; Bachelor’s degree, preferably in theology,
catechetics, or related field with a sound Catholic
theology. Prior experience in parish youth ministry
preferred. Understands, supports and articulates the
Catholic Faith as taught by the Church. Love of youth
and understanding of the developmental stages of
middle and high school youth and young adults.
Must have excellent organizational, communication,
and leadership skills, and ability to relate to pastors,
adult youth ministers, youth, and young adults.
Requires energy and willingness to travel throughout
the diocese, including some weekend and evening
work.
Complete job description is available on the diocesan
website at:
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment

Application Process: Interested individuals should
send a resume and letter by e-mail or postal mail
listing three professional references along with a
completed application form that can be downloaded
from the diocesan website at:
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary
and benefits package.

Send Resume To:
Office of the Chancellor
Diocese of Rapid City
606 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City, SD 57701
or msimonson@diorc.org

Job Opening
Substitute Teachers
St. Thomas More and St. Elizabeth Seton are looking
for motivated, educated substitute
teachers at all grade levels. Teaching
certificate not required.
Call Molly 605.348.1477

Looking to Hire Child Care Providers
Blessed Sacrament is looking to hire
child care providers. Candidates will
complete CPR certification, Safe
Environment training, and a
background check prior to providing
child care at the Parish. For more
information, contact the Parish
Administrator, Michael Johnson, at 605.342.3336.

FULL-TIME CLINICAL DIRECTOR AND
OUTPATIENT THERAPIST POSITIONS OPEN
Catholic Social Services has openings for a full-time
Clinical Director and an Outpatient Therapist.
Master’s Degrees and S. D. licenses required. Salary
DOE. Travel required. Benefit package includes: Life &
Health Ins. Retirement, PPL, etc.
Send resume to:
Catholic Social Services
529 Kansas City St.
Rapid City, SD 57701
or to
css@cssrapidcity.com.

Permanent Diaconate/Is God Calling You?
Could God be calling you to serve Him and the
Church as a Permanent Deacon? Come and explore
the possibility of the Permanent Diaconate by
attending a presentation on the Permanent
Diaconate in the Diocese of Rapid City. Husbands
and wives are encouraged to attend.
Saturday, February 2, 2019, at Terra Sancta
Retreat Center
11:45am Mass (Holy Cross Chapel), 12:30pm
Luncheon, 1:30pm Presentation
As counts for lunch and space is required, please
contact Deacon Greg Sass to make your reservation to
attend.
Wednesday, February 20, 2019, at Our Lady of
the Black Hills, Piedmont. 6:30pm Presentation!
No reservation required.
Additional presentations will be scheduled at
other locations. Watch the West River Catholic and
your bulletin for additional dates and locations.
For more information, contact Deacon Greg Sass,
gsass@diorc.org, (605) 791.7282 or visit
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/permanentdiaconate/diaconate-formation/.

Married Sweethearts Mass
& Dinner-Dance
Mark your calendars! Married Sweethearts Mass
& Dinner-Dance, Saturday, February 16, 2019. Join
us for this year’s event, “I am my Beloved’s and my
Beloved is Mine”. Mass and renewal of vows will be
celebrated by Fr. Mark McCormick at Terra Sancta,
Rapid City at 5:30pm. The dinner-dance will follow,
also at Terra Sancta, with music provided by A
Family Affair.
Registration fee of $65 per
couple includes the dinner
and dance and must be
received by February 5th.
Please consider sponsoring
a couple who would like to
attend but cannot afford the
fee.
For more information or to register, visit
www.terrasancta.org/marriedsweethearts2019
or contact Amy or Linda at Family Life Ministries,
605.716.5214 or lbatman@diorc.org.

A New Spiritual Springtime

Hope For New Life (HFNL) Jail Ministry

In 1965, one of the principal documents of the Second
Vatican Council, the dogmatic constitution Dei
verbum ("Word of God") emphasized the use of Lectio
Divina. On the 40th anniversary of Dei verbum in
2005, Pope Benedict XVI reaffirmed its importance
and stated: “I would like, in particular, to recall and
recommend the ancient tradition of Lectio Divina: the
diligent reading of Sacred Scripture accompanied by
prayer brings about that intimate dialogue in which
the person reading hears God who is speaking, and in
praying, responds to him with trusting openness of
heart [cf. Dei verbum, n. 25]. If it is effectively
promoted, this practice will bring to the Church – I am
convinced of it – a new spiritual springtime.” We
invite you to join us each Wednesday at Terra Sancta
Retreat Center, 5:15-6:15pm, as we use the Sunday
Gospel reading for an hour of Lectio Divina. Please
use the South Patio entrance; the group meets in
Hebron. Sandi Ohlen will lead the group in prayer
each week from October 10, 2018 through May 8,
2019. Questions? Contact Terra Sancta Retreat
Center at stay@terrasancta.org or call 605. 716.0925.

BRINGING THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS TO THE JAIL
We are happy to report that our 12th annual
Christmas Program at the Pennington County Jail on
December 19th was a joyous success for all involved,
thanks be to God. Twenty-two carolers, including Fr.
Brian Christensen, 3 guitar players, and one flutist from
4 parishes participated in the program. We distributed
705 candy bags for the inmates and 1,410 Christmas
cards with stamped envelopes. The response of the Jail
officials to our efforts was very positive:
“Everyone seemed to enjoy the carols very much,
and the candy made a huge impact. While the inmates
will always be inmates and this happiness is temporary,
this also helps us as officers build rapport with the
inmates...We would like to pass on to HFNL ministry our
sincere thanks for their efforts. They made a huge
difference for all of us.”
Our long-time ministry member Bill Gradoville sums
our ministry efforts up best:
“Our goal is to bring some hope to all of the
inmates to whom we minister. The hope that they will
take what we talk about each week and apply it to
their lives. The hope that when they return to society
they will be more likely to change their lives so they do
not end up incarcerated again. The hope that they will
accept God and Jesus Christ into their lives
permanently, so they will be the Moms and Dads their
children need them to be. All of us will be better off if
this can happen.”
A special thank you to all who donated money,
Christmas cards, postage stamps, puzzles, and
paperback books for the inmates this Christmas. God
bless each of you.
If you would like to learn more about our ministry,
please contact Bill Gradoville at 605.430.2697. We also
invite you to attend our monthly HFNL business
meetings every 3rd Monday of the month (6:30pm) at
Catholic Social Services.
From all of us in the HFNL Jail Ministry we wish each
of you a blessed and joyful New Year

St. Thomas More High School Act Scores
compared to State and National averages.
(Individual ACT scores can range from 0 – 36)

St. Therese Knights of Columbus
6th Annual Bowling Tournament

Held at Meadowood Lanes on January 12.
Registration starts at 1pm (Pre-registration
encouraged) with a 1:30pm start. Entry fee is $80
for four person team. There will be cash prizes, door
prizes, a strike pot and more. Proceeds to “Coats for
Kids.” Have questions or want to register? Call John
at 605.393.2081.

Prayerful Painting
Retreat day on Saturday, January 19 at 9:15am to
2:30pm. You need not be an artist for God to speak
to you creatively. We will express gratitude and
hope with mandalas. $20 includes lunch.
St. Martin Monastery
1851 City Springs Road
Rapid City, SD
To preregister and for information call St. Therese
Marie at 605.343.8011

